CHAPTER V

THE TREATY WITH THE IRISH  NATIONALISTS    *

ABOUT the middle of February, 1649, Dr. Winstad, a
worthy English Catholic physician residing at Bouen,
went to welcome his friend, Sir Kenelm Digby, who had
just ridden into the town on his way from Paris with
several young gentlemen in his company. He was sur-
prised to find amongst the party a " wry-necked fellow n
with manners to match, and was pained to see his
respected friend making a great fuss of the stranger
although he did not scruple to " openly dispute against
the blessed Trinity." He was certainly not fit company
for Catholic gentlemen. But worse was yet to come.
The doctor was soon informed that the wry-necked scoffer
was none other than Scoutmaster-general Watson, the
Head of the Intelligence Department of the New Model
Army, and the whole party were possessed of passes to
go into England, which he had procured for them from
headquarters.

Thoroughly alarmed, the doctor wrote off to Secretary
Nicholas to warn him that a desperate plot was on foot.
Lord Byron happened to be there, too, on his way to
Paris to urge the King's departure for Ireland, and just
as he was getting into the saddle the news came to his
